
LICENSING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

Friday 27th October 2006 
Council Chamber, Penns Place, Petersfield 

 
-: Present :- 

 
Councillor W V Womack (Chairman) 

Councillors Mrs P Bradford (Vice-Chairman), R Ayer, T Costello, B O Dickinson, K J Graham,  
S C James, Mrs J A Onslow, P Rodgers and Sqn Ldr G G Whittle 

 
-: Officers :- 

 
Environmental Services Manager (Food/H&S/Licensing), Legal Services Manager, Principal Licensing 

Officer and Committee and Members’ Services Co-ordinator 
 

 
6. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Apologies 
for absence were received from Councillors A B 
Chick, Mrs D K Denston and Mrs A C James. 
 
7. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS.  The 
Chairman announced the location of the fire exits 
and asked all those present to switch off their 
mobile telephones. 
 
8. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  There 
were no declarations of interest. 
 
9. GAMBLING ACT 2005 – STATEMENT OF 
PRINCIPLES.  The Report of the Environmental 
Services Manager (Food/H&S/Licensing), 
SMMR.19/06, which had been previously 
circulated, was considered. 
 
The Chairman explained to the Committee that the 
Council’s policy on the Gambling Act 2005 had to 
be in place by January 2007.  Due to time scales 
this would mean that the policy would be sent to 
Council for approval on Wednesday 22nd 
November 2006.  He said that he had held a very 
useful meeting with Mr R Venables, Chairman of 
the Standards Committee.  Also at the meeting had 
been Cllr Mrs Bradford, Vice Chairman, the 
Environmental Services Manager 
(Food/H&S/Licensing) and the Principal Licensing 
Officer.  The meeting had been very good and Mr 
Venables had made some very useful comments. 
 
The Chairman suggested that the motion should 
ask the Council for provision to make amendments 
to the policy as it was developed.  It was agreed 
that minor amendments be delegated to officers. 
 
The Principal Licensing Officer briefed the 
Committee on possible dates for training on the 
Gambling Act.  She said that Mr Roger Butterfield 
was not available until May 2007.  She did not 
believe that this would be a problem as the first 

applications would not begin until after 30th April 
2007.   
 
Councillors reminded officers that the local 
elections would be taking place on the 3rd May 
2007 and that membership of the Licensing 
Committee might change.  It was therefore 
suggested that the first training sessions should 
take place in the third week of May 2007 and 
should include training on the Licensing Act as well 
as the Gambling Act. 
 
The Environmental Services Manager 
(Food/H&S/Licensing) presented his report.  He 
explained that the Act required all local authorities 
to produce a statement of the principles that they 
proposed to apply in exercising their new function 
under the Act.  The licensing policy statement 
would last for a maximum of three years but could 
be reviewed and revised by the local authority at 
any time.  Consultation had already been 
undertaken although there had been little 
response.  A letter from Gamcare, a charity for 
people affected by gambling, was produced for 
Councillors to read.  Gamcare had made a number 
of suggestions and offered to meet with officers 
and Councillors.  He also said that when setting out 
the form and content of the policy regard had been 
paid to the licensing objectives of the Gambling Act 
2005 and official guidance as well as Local 
Authorities Coordinators of Regulatory Services 
(LACORS) statement of principles template.  In 
addition there had been consultation with the 
Licensing Officers’ Working Group whose 
membership comprised Licensing Officers from 
other local authorities in Hampshire. 
 
Councillors discussed the document and made the 
following amendments to the policy: 
 
 
 



 (2) 

Section 1 
 
A footnote to be put at bottom of page explaining 
the word ‘we’ meaning the Council. 
1.3 - third bullet point - insert ‘District’ between 
‘Hampshire area’; and 
1.7 – font size to be made the same as rest of 
document. 
 
Section 2 
 
2.5 - after ’persons’, insert ‘can contribute to the 
local economy’. 
 
Section 4 
 
4.2 – move the wording in bullet point 7 starting 
‘We have designated’ to 4.3, second sentence to 
read ‘Accordingly, we have designated Hampshire 
Social Services DepartmentF..’; and 
4.4 – last sentence change to ‘A Councillor who 
acts as a representative of an interested person at 
a hearing will not be able to sit on a Committee 
determining an application.  (In case of doubt, 
please ask the Democratic Services Department.) 
 
In addition to change all references of ‘Hampshire 
Social Services Department’ to Hampshire 
Children’s Services Department’.  
 
Section 7 
 
7.1 – bullet point 3 –remove ‘and miners’ welfare 
institutes’. 
 
Section 8 
 
8.2 – first sentence –add after ‘activities’ ‘are in 
compliance with’. 
8.3 – first line after ‘valid reasons’ add ‘upon which 
to determine’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 9   
 
The layouts of the section to be amended to more 
clearly show the three licensing objectives, this was 
left to the discretion of the report writer. 
 
9.1 – after ‘the following’ insert ‘three objectives’; 
and 
9.3 – third line – after ‘tracks which’ insert ‘is’. 
 
Section 13 
 
13.2 – add bullet point ‘Proof of age schemes 
where appropriate’. 
 
Section 14 
 
14.1 – 3rd line – ‘full Council’ to amend to ‘Full 
Council’. 
 
Section 20 
 
20.2 – first line replace ‘it’ to ‘we’. And ‘thinks’ to 
‘think’. 
 
Section 21 
 
21.3 – second line – after ‘Family Entertainment 
Centre’ add ‘(FEC)’. 
 
Section 24 
 
24.1 – first line - delete ‘or Miners’ welfare 
institutes’; and 
24.3 (a) – second line - delete ‘and Miners’ welfare 
institutes’. 
 
RESOLVED that  
 
(i) the report and the Committee’s comments and 
amendments be NOTED; and  
(ii) a report of the Gambling Act 2005 be submitted 
to Council in November 2006.  
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------- 
Chairman 

 
The meeting concluded at 12.16am. 
 
During the course of the meeting 0 members of the press and 0 member of the public was present.
 


